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THIS MONTH’S 
FEATURED CONCEPTS 

Letters A to Z

Shape Basic Shape Review

Numbers 19 & 20

Character Trait Helpful
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Basics
to Reinforce at Home

Look for the daily 
notes about your 

child’s art projects!
DA I LY
N OT E S

Today I made 

an alligator habitat.

An alligator is like me in some ways. For example, 

it needs food and shelter to survive. I helped make an alligator 

habitat out of nature items. When I was done, I pretended to 

be a zookeeper who protects alligators.

ASK ME: What do you know 

about alligator nests? What do 

you think an alligator eats for 

a snack?  

Today I made bird puppets.

There are many poems and songs about birds. I made two 

bird puppets that help tell a story. I can recite the poem “Two 

Little Birdies” and use my birds to act out the poem. 

Today I designed 

the letter C.

C is for camel! Camels live in the hot sandy desert. 

I used my own creative ideas and designed a sandy letter C. 

My letter C is special because I made it and it looks different 

than all of the other Cs. 

ASK ME: What did you enjoy about 

this activity? What other words begin 

with C? 

Today I created 

a dolphin collage.

There are shapes all around us! I see shapes when I look at 

a dolphin. I created a dolphin by arranging shapes in my 

own way. Now I can make up a story about my dolphin 

swimming in the ocean. 

Today I made 

an elephant trunk.

The elephant’s trunk is used for many purposes: drinking, 

bathing, communicating and even picking things up! 

I created my own elephant prop, then pretended 

to be part of an elephant herd. I like creating props 

that help me use my imagination!

ASK ME: What are the parts of an elephant? 

What else do you know about elephants? 

Week 1: Animals A-E

ASK ME: What shapes 

did you use to make your 

dolphin? Tell me something 

about your dolphin?

ASK ME: Can you 

recite the poem again? 

What do the birds do in 

Little Birdies” and use my birds to act out the poem. 

Little Birdies” and use my birds to act out the poem. 
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Basic Shape Review

Reading Fun
Just as running in the wonderful weather exercises a child’s body, reading helps exercise the 
mind. Keep your children reading this summer with these easy tips.

•Fill a bucket with books and take them outside with you.

•Create a fun reading area outside with a blanket hut or a tent that will encourage 
children to get cozy with a book.

•Find books with photos of outdoor plants, 
animals or insects. Take photos of your outdoor 
area and create your own photo books.

•Set out props to help children act out the stories in a 
book. For example, � nd a book about birds and set out 
some binoculars for bird watching.

•Decorate a cotton bag or an old paper bag. Carry 
the bag to the library and � ll it with books chosen 
by the children. 

•Expand your defi nition of reading to 
include comic books, magazines, newspapers 
and other forms of media.

•Get a book about gardening or fl owers 
and start a garden together. Fill a bucket 
with dirt if you don’t have gardening space. 
Water and read the plants a story every day. 
Watch the plants and your child’s love of 
reading grow all summer.  

•Start a book club and give the children points 
to buy small rewards each time they are 
“caught reading.”

THIS MONTH’S THEME 

A to Zoo
This month is a zoo journey featuring 
animals of the alphabet. Your child will 
enjoy pretending to be a zookeeper 
as they design habitats and care for 
animals. They will make a snapping 
alligator head and search for food to 
feed it. They will grunt and gesture like 
the great gorilla and use letter shapes to 
make animals. They will make their own 
set of giant moose antlers and explore 
fl uffy sheep and llama wool. The fun of 
this zoo adventure doesn’t end when 
they reach the letter Z; the knowledge 
will last a lifetime!

There are many poems and songs about birds. I made two 

bird puppets that help tell a story. I can recite the poem “Two 

Little Birdies” and use my birds to act out the poem. 

“caught reading.”

DA I LY
N OT E S

Today I created snakeskin art.Snakes can be found almost everywhere on Earth! I used 
tissue confetti to create colorful snake scale designs. I looked 

at pictures of snakes and made my own unique art. 

Today I designed a tiger mask.No two tigers’ stripes are alike. They are unique just like you 
and me. I created one of a kind tiger stripes on my mask and 

now I can pretend to be a tiger. Drawing lines across my paper helps build my fi ne motor skills. 

ASK ME: Did you make a pattern on your mask? How do tigers act? 

Today I wrote a postcard.After a month of learning about the alphabet and animals, 
I decided what to draw and write on my postcard. A postcard 
is special because it is created by me, then sent to someone 

I know. Now I can share what I’ve learned with them!

ASK ME: What were your favorite animals? Which friend or family member do you want to send it to?

Today I told the story of the Big Bad Wolf.Stories are fun to retell when you use Story Pieces and 
puppets. I can use my story pieces and tell the story of the Big 
Bad Wolf or even make up my own. This helps me sequence 

events, which is a skill I will use when I’m older. 

Today I made my portfolio.After I looked through my work samples from the month, I chose 
my favorite ones and shared memories about them. Now I can 

share my knowledge about letters and animals. 

ASK ME: What was your favorite zoo animal? Which one would you want as a pet? 

Week 4: Animals S-Z

ASK ME: What colors did you add to your collage? Have you ever seen a snake?   

ASK ME: What happened in the story? Can you tell a story about your day?

Invitation to Create: Snakeskin Collage © 2025 Experience Early Learning Co. 

ASK ME:
a pattern on your mask? How do tigers act? 

ASK ME:
a pattern on your mask? How do tigers act? 
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Family Newsletter

Just as running in the wonderful weather exercises a child’s body, reading helps exercise the 
mind. Keep your children reading this summer with these easy tips.

THIS MONTH’S THEME 

A to Zoo
This month is a zoo journey featuring 

Look for the daily 

•Expand your defi nition of reading

•Get a book about gardening or fl owers 



A to Zoo

Animals 
A-E

Animals 
S-Z

Animals 
F-K

Animals 
L-R

A Is for Alligator

B Is for Bird

C Is for Camel

D Is for Dolphin

E Is for Elephant

1

2

3

4

5

F Is for Fox

G Is for Gorilla

H Is for 
Hippopotamus

I Is for Inchworm

J Is for JellyfIsh 
& K Is for Kangaroo

6

7

8

9

10

S Is for Snake

T Is for Tiger

U Is for 
Umbrellabird & 
V Is for Vulture

W Is for Wolf & 
X Is for X-ray FIsh

Y Is for Yak & 
Z Is for Zebra

16

17

18

19

20

L Is for Llama

M Is for Moose

N Is for Newt 
& O Is for Otter

P Is for Polar Bear 
& Q Is for Quail

R Is for Rattlesnake

11

12

13

14

15

Topics your child 
will explore this month:

Animal Fun
OUT AND ABOUT 
Visit some animals together as a family. It 
can be a petting zoo, farm, aquarium or 
even a pet store. Ask the caretakers what 
they do to take care of the animals and 
keep a safe environment.

AT HOME
Make a book 
together about the 
animals you would 
like to have if you could 
make your very own zoo. 
Write about how you would 
take care of them as 
a family. 

© 2025 Experience Early Learning Co.

Cuddle 
  Up WITH A 

GOOD BOOK

Cuddle Cuddle 
RECOMMENDED READS Family Activities

ABC Animal Jamboree
by Giles Andreae

Animal Alphabet: 
Slide and Seek the ABCs 

by Alex Lluch

An A to Z Walk in the Park
by R.M. Smith

Alphabet 
by Matthew Van Fleet

Eric Carle’s ABC 
by Eric Carle

Habitat Spy 
by Cynthia Kieber-King 

I Am an Animal
(To the tune of  “I’m a Little Teapot”)
Invite your child to think of other animals 

to sing about and which words 
to change to make it true for them.

I am a gorilla, watch me play,
Munching on plants all the day.
When I want something I can sign to say, 
“I am thirsty,” or “Go away!”

I am a tiger, watch me run.
I like to play all day in the sun.
When I am hungry, I go for a hunt,
To fi nd small animals for my lunch!

I am a dolphin, watch me play.
I love to swim and jump all day.
When I am hungry, I like to eat fi sh.
If you feed me, I’ll do a trick!

by R.M. Smith

Alphabet 
by Matthew Van Fleet

Eric Carle’s ABC 
by Eric Carle

Habitat Spy 
by Cynthia Kieber-King 

When I am hungry, I go for a hunt,
To fi nd small animals for my lunch!

I am a dolphin, watch me play.
I love to swim and jump all day.
When I am hungry, I like to eat fi sh.
If you feed me, I’ll do a trick!


